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This letter made no impression on her to whom it was ad-
dressed. Seeing, however, that the position was becoming
one of immediate difficulty, she had recourse to the ordinary
and extraordinary diplomatic negotiations. She commissioned
the discreet and skillful agent who had been the former medi-
um of communication to signify her ultimatum to M. Legouv£,
and with this object addressed to Mademoiselle de Saigneville
a letter, which the latter was to show to the author, but not
leave in his hands.
Mademoiselle de Saigneville commenced on the 20th of
September her negotiation as follows:
" It is with the deepest grief, dear M. Legouve', that I send
you my friend's letter (I beg you will return it as soon as you
have read it).
"I will not seek to justify Rachel's conduct toward you.
You see that she herself acknowledges her fault, and that she
is right in believing that I give her a great proof of my at-
tachment in consenting to communicate so sad a resolution to
you. But believe me, do not insist; make this sacrifice to the
future. She has obtained another leave of absence. She will
return again next year, and, if you are generous enough to re-
main her friend, how powerful will be your right to make her
play,in some other work! She has resolved never to create
another modern tragic part. She says the ancient classic
repertory will furnish her with more characters than she can
create. (And here she may be right.)
" Come, now, be noble and generous; set to work, write
for her an interesting drama, such as you know so well how
to make, and we shall all be happy.	saignevujle."
The letter alluded to as accompanying the above ran as fol-
lows:
" deae louise,—I come to beg you will undertake a mis-
sion to M. Legouv& I know well how disagreeable it will
be to you, but you have so accustomed me to your kind of-
8 ftiat I do not fear to rely on them in such, a case of ne-

